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THE CHAMBER       828-632-8141 OFFICE 

16 WEST MAIN AVENUE      828-632-1096 FAX 

TAYLORSVILLE, NC   28681                   MONDAY - FRIDAY       

        9AM - 5PM 

Web:  www.alexandercountychamber.com 

Email:  delder@alexandercountychamber.com  

 

ALEXANDER COUNTY  
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  

MEMBERS APPRECIATION NIGHT  
WITH THE HICKORY CRAWDADS  

Thursday, June 17, 2010 
                  Hickory Crawdads vs. Greenville Drive 

               Game Time 7:00pm 
 
HOPE TO SEE YA’LL AT THE GAME! 

 
For FREE tickets contact the Chamber  

at 632-8141 or email us at 
chamberasst@alexandercountychamber.com 

 
 

Mike Johnson’s Hickory Toyota 
435 U.S. Hwy 70 S.E., Hickory, NC 28602 

 

Happy Trails Cowboy Church 
Pastor Don Martin 

P.O. Box 1178, Taylorsville, NC 28681 
 

Greater Hickory Classic Foundation dba Ensure Classic 
P.O. Box 601, Conover, NC 28613 

 

Second Harvest Food Bank of NWNC 
3655 Reed Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27107 

Thirsty
  

Thursday 

$1 Beverages 



 

EnergyUnited partners with SunEdison  
to build solar farm in Alexander County 

 

EnergyUnited, an energy-services provider and electric membership cooperative based in Statesville, recently broke 

ground on its first solar project, a solar farm near Taylorsville in Alexander County. Last year, EnergyUnited signed 

an agreement with the builder, Maryland-based energy-services provider SunEdison, to buy power produced by the 

solar generation facility.   

At last week’s meeting of the Alexander County Board of Commissioners, the cooperative announced an initial  

investment of $6 million in the project. Once up-and-running by Aug. 1, the group of solar panels, called a 

“photovoltaic array,” will produce 16 million kilowatt hours of power per year, enough to concurrently power several 

hundred homes.  

“At EnergyUnited, we're committed to helping build a clean energy future for our members,” said Wayne Wilkins, 

CEO of the cooperative. “With the addition of the Alexander County solar farm, we can meet state requirements 

while also continuing to provide reliable energy services at competitive prices.”  

The cooperative is working to meet the state-mandated Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard, passed by the N.C. 

legislature in August of 2007. The mandate requires electric cooperatives to draw on renewable energy for 10 percent 

of their electricity by 2018. EnergyUnited also has contracts to buy other forms of renewable energy, including  

energy produced by the Iredell Landfill, and the co-op continues to check into other potential hydropower, wind 

power and biomass projects.  Energy-efficiency programs for commercial members are in place, and a heat pump 

program for residential members helps them save money and energy. 

Grading has already begun on the project site, located near the intersection of Boston Rd and U.S. Highway 64.  

Officials are looking at options for providing educational opportunities for local students to learn about solar power. 
 

To learn more about renewable energies and energy-efficiency at EnergyUnited, visit the cooperative’s website at 

EnergyUnited.com and click on “Environment & Safety,” or go to TogetherWeSave.com.  

April Business of the Month 

Dr. Alan Grant, DDS  
 

The Alexander County Chamber of 

Commerce selected Dr. Alan Grant, DDS as 

the April Business of the Month.  Dr. Alan 

Grant, DDS has been a member of the 

Chamber of Commerce since 1990.   

Pictured left to right, front: Alice Harbert & 

Donna Bolick, both employees of Dr. Grant’s 

office.   

Left to right, back: Rita Pennell, Chamber 

Board of Directors; Dr. Alan Grant, DDS, Lisa 

Fox, employee of Dr. Grant’s office; Denise 

Elder, Executive Director, Chamber of 

Commerce and Renee Meade, Chamber Board 

of Directors.  



 

UPDATES FROM THE HIDDENITE CENTER ... 
Patrick Westmoreland has a wonderful exhibit in the Lucas Mansion Gallery!  

You should stop by to see it! And IT'S FREE! 

CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT FOR ... 

Pottery Classes beginning on April 26th for six weeks 

Adult Painting Classes on Wednesdays 10am - Noon 

Children's Art Classes on Tuesdays 4-5pm and 5:30-6:30pm 
SPECIAL HAPPENINGS! 
May 3 - INTERNATIONAL CELEBRATION with Latino, Hmong dance, and Jamacian 

dances, and international presenters and an INTERNATIONAL DINNER at 7 p.m.  

Cost - $15 - RESERVATIONS PLEASE! 

May 4 - ELECTION DAY PORT-A-PIT - Buy a ticket, volunteer, help us out! 

Call the Center for more information or RESERVATIONS - 828.632.6966 

 

 
 

The American Cancer Society is requesting your  

company’s involvement in the RELAY FOR LIFE event 

of Alexander County that will be held at  

Alexander Central High School on  

Friday, May 14th-15th starting at 6pm.   

Relay For Life is a unique overnight fund-raising event 

that allows participants from all walks of life to join  

together to fight cancer.  The Relay reminds us that  

progress has been made in the fight against cancer, and 

that everyone who participates is making a difference!  

For more info, contact Jason Abernathy at 828-244-1011 

or e-mail him at Jason.abernathy@cancer.org 

 

Kontras Quartet Selected as New Resident Quartet 
 

 Western Piedmont Symphony (WPS) is extremely pleased to announce the next Hickory Metro Resident Quar-

tet—the Kontras Quartet.  For the past year the Western Piedmont Symphony has auditioned string quartets from across 

the country to become the next resident string quartet. 
 

The Kontras Quartet was founded in Chicago where all four members performed with the Civic Orchestra of Chicago.  

The quartet has an international flavor.  Violinist Dmitri Pogorelov is from Russia, violinist Francois Henkins is from 

South Africa, Violist Ai Ishida is from Japan, and cellist Jean Hatmaker is from Illinois.  They have performed in nu-

merous orchestral groups here and abroad, including solo performances. 
 

The quartet members will be in and out over the summer--finding homes and getting settled.  Kontras will be the fea-

tured quartet of the Friends of the Quartet Chamber Classics Series, the principal chairs of the WPS orchestra, and will 

perform a variety of outreach and educational programs throughout the Western Piedmont during their three year resi-

dency. Each member holds a Master’s Degree in Music and thoroughly enjoys teaching. 
 

Western Piedmont Symphony is a grant recipient of the North Carolina Arts Council and a funded affiliate of the United 

Arts Council of Catawba County.  Business offices are located on the SALT Block at 243 Third Avenue NE, Hickory.  

Business hours are 9:00 am until 5:00 pm daily.  Contact the Business Office at (828) 324-8603 for concert box office 

schedule or for more information.  Visit the Symphony’s website at  www.wpsymphony.org.   

 

 
 

3rd Annual Golf Tournament June 21st 

Mark your calendars.   

More information to follow. 

http://www.wpsymphony.org/
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“RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED” 

Call today for a  

free consult 

329 Main Ave NE 

Hickory, NC  28601 

828.324.5444 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONSULTANTS PROVIDING 

DOCUMENT STRATEGIES FOR 

TODAY’S BUSINESS  

PREPARING FOR  

TOMORROW’S DEADLINE. 



 
 

 
 

PLEASE JOIN THE ALEXANDER COUNTY PARTNERSHIP FOR CHILDREN  

AND MANY OTHER COMMUNITY GROUPS AND AGENCIES  

FOR A CELEBRATION OF CHILDREN AND PLAY!  
 

WHAT:   SPRING FLING ñóTHE POWER OF PLAYó 

WHEN:   THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2010  

   FROM 4:00 PM UNTIL 7:00 PM  

WHERE:   MATHESON PARK  

WHY:   TO ENJOY THE OUTDOORS, PLAY GAMES, RECEIVE VALUABLE  

              INFORMATION, AND TO HAVE YOUR CAR SEAT INSPECTED  
 

ITõS GOING TO BE LOTS OF FUN FOR CHILDREN AND 

 PARENTS.  MANY COMMUNITY RESOURCES WILL BE THERE.   
 

THIS EVENT IS SPONSORED BY PARTNERSHIP FOR CHILDREN.   

                   

 

 

 

 

 

Brushy Mountain Golf Club  -  Tuesday, May 18, 2010 
Shotgun Start @ 1:00 pm  *  Captain’s Choice - Foursome 

RAIN DATE: MAY 25, 2010  

Hole sponsorships available now, call Chamber at 632-8141. 
CORPORATE SPONSOR:  $1,000 
You will receive your name on the golf towels, sponsorship of 2 teams, your name in all publicity and on all tee boxes and you can 
set-up on a tee box. 
ASSOCIATE SPONSOR:   $600 
You will receive your name on tees or towels, sponsorship of a team, your name in all publicity and on a tee box and you can set-up 
on a tee box. 
GOLD SPONSOR:  $300 
You will receive sponsorship of a team, your name in all publicity and on a tee box and you can set-up on a tee box. 
SILVER SPONSOR:   $175 
Includes 2 team members, your name in all publicity and on a tee box. 
BRONZE SPONSOR:  $100 
You receive your name in all publicity 

PLEASE SELECT SPONSORSHIP LEVEL  & FAX THIS FORM TO THE CHAMBER AT 828/632-1096 

Corporate $1,000 Associate $600 Gold  $300 Silver  $175 Bronze  $100 

Company Name: 

Player 1   

Player 2 
  

Player 3   

Player 4   



 

 
 

       MAY 
May 11th   2:30-7pm 

Millersville Baptist Church  

May 13th  2:30-7pm 

Mt. Herman Baptist Church 

May 14th  8am-1:30pm 

Alexander Central High School  

May 25th  2:30pm-7pm 

First Baptist Church  
(Sponsored by the Taylorsville Rotary Club) 

May 28th  11am-3:30pm 

Walmart  

 
 

CVCC ADDS FIVE NEW SHORT-TERM JOB TRAINING PROGRAMS 
Catawba Valley Community College is launching a new group of short-term employment training funded by the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act in May.  
Part of N.C. Gov. Bev Perdue's JobsNOW program, an additional infusion of $102,000 in federal stimulus money and a  
two-month extension of the program will enable CVCC to offer five new fast-track job training programs assisting several 
hundred job seekers.  
The five new fast-track job training programs will help individuals prepare for employment as quickly as possible in  
certified nursing assistant I, automotive technician (introduction), refrigeration certification, plant (horticulture)  
technician certification and pesticide application preparation.  
CVCC says the classes will put job seekers on the fast track to learning new skills. The five training programs were selected 
because of job availability and request of current clientele.  
The training is available to those who have lost their jobs due to recent layoffs or plant closures and other job  
seekers.  JobsNOW training is open to any individual paying tuition. But job-seekers who qualify may receive  
financial assistance. 
CVCC expects to serve up to 400 additional displaced workers through these new JobsNOW classes.  
To learn more about activities to be held at the open house and how to receive financial assistance, contact program  
coordinator Mark Norris, 828-327-7000, ext. 4590, or mnorris@cvcc.edu. 

òTHANK  YOUó 
 FOR MARCHõS RENEWALS 

3/30/10 - 4/27/2010  
 

Brigetteôs Staffing    Member Since 2006  
Brushy Mountain Golf Club   Member Since 1990 
Captainôs Galley Family Style Seafood  Member Since 1998 
Country Road Greenhouse   Member Since 2004 
Craftmaster Furniture    Member Since 1990 
Law Office of Daryl G. Davidson, Sr.  Member Since 2009 
Alexander County Farm Bureau  Member Since 2006 
First Citizens Bank & Trust   Member Since 1990 
First Community Bank    Member Since 1990 
The Hiddenite Gems    Member Since 2008 
Liberty B.E.L.L.L. Trading, Co., Inc.  Member Since 2007 
Main Street Tire Co.    Member Since 2003 

Oriental Café     Member Since 1991 

Ridgecrest Suites    Member Since 2008 
Shiki of Taylorsville, Inc.   Member Since 2009 
T Sports Shop     Member Since 1996 
 

In this ever-changing and uncertain economy we understand that 
your Chamber membership may not be one of your highest  

priorities, so those of you who have chosen to renew your  

membership, we thank you.   
 

Your continued support of the Chamber is appreciated.  

THE CENSUS AT YOUR DOOR 
The US Census Bureau mailed 2010 Census questionnaires to over 4 million households in North Carolina.  Nearly 30% of those 
questionnaires have not been returned.  If you have not mailed in your Census by now you will be visited by a Census worker be-
tween May 1 and July 27.  The Census workers who will conduct the door-to-door interviews are people from your community who 
have been hired and trained by the US Census Bureau.  Each Census worker will have a US Census Bureau identification badge 
and will be carrying a US Census Bureau shoulder bag.  Census workers ï or enumerators ï will only visit those addresses that 
did not return a Census form, and they will only ask those questions that are on the 2010 Census form.  Census workers will visit 
each address multiple times and will leave a door hanger after each visit with a telephone number.  This number allows residents 
to schedule a convenient time to participate in the Census.  Participation is quick, and your answers are confidential and protected 
by Title 13 of the US Code.  Whether you mail in your Census form or talk with a Census worker, your participation in the 2010 
Census is important to future funding, representation, and planning in your community.   

The Chamber Office will be 

closed  

Monday, May 31, 2010  

in observance of  Memorial Day  

mailto:mnorris@cvcc.edu

